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COlTORIAL

HELIQ Thim is technicnlly an Editorial because the Editor writes it.

Actually, it's more 1ike a sort of newslatter-within=VECTOR.
There's quite o lot I want to say of more or leas interest avd/or import=
ance, So bere goen.

On ihe fasirg page you should find the formal porticulars of
COMITIER  your mew Commi4tes. Perhops you'd ba interested to know o bit
about them,

Phil Rozers, our brandepew Chajrmen, hns been o meaber from the Asso~
clation's yery early days. Be 18 o fanilior figure at the mmual Convens
tion, hoving ottanded (if memory servea) evary one from 1957 ovnmards, and
he has servad on tha Commitiee nnd/or halped with the arrangsments for both
of the last “mo, He is o toll and gonifal bachelor mi4h a walleprunod
moustacha, and nlticugh he now lives in Scunthorpe is o native of ¥orkshire,

In the nomal course of avents, Bobiie Groy, last year's Vice~Chalrman,

should have sucusceded to $ke Chair this year,  Unforiunately, ncrscnal

oA e et .. froa wnlertakins the Chedrmanship at presuni,
She hopes, houever, 0 be in o positioe %o undertcks it next yoar. To
cover the hole in cose rhe 1e =till unable to chair the Amsocigiom,
Tony Walsh has bacy olecicd %o sarve oo jofrd Vice-Chairmnan with her for

@ ourran” year. Tony is alse a fami)iar figuve a‘ +the annual ccnm-
tior, cnd morved oa the Committoc for the 1961 Co ion o% Gl
and in the days ®mkon he Lived ot Gholianian he used 10 be prominant in tho
looal 5.F. Circla.

Hoxin Joduhowsld, our new Seerelary, 1s o Fronchmaen living in Jondon
whoec woTk hos anropveld profelsionally in vorioue Psench goience flotion
wagezines, He is well kroun in London science fiotion ciroles,

Jil]l Adgwe, tte Jroasvrer, and Micrael Ronamblum, oho publishes
VECTCR, nave bosh serrived frao the padviows rogand, I'm happy to say.

Which leaves mo, yovr Iiitor, My pame is Archic Wercer, If thot
sownds vaguely familiar 40 eome of yev clder handg, 4% domr mell should do
= I was the Treasurez unidl #mo years age, Bat tiad wos in the posth =
I on the cithor side of the fence now,  Insiend of 4rying to 0%op ny¥
followwofficcra sponding yousr monoy, Twem now on I'll be irying to stop
Ji11 from hoarding i%te Weich ought £o be puoh mora fun,

¥hile 1'm obout it, I may a3 waell mention thet the editorisl polioy
of VECTOR will remain as I wwderstard %% has always S¢en, naroly to pub=
lish things ihat will intexest the ncsdezship irrospootive of the Editor’s
poracnal feelingo in tho watior.
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THE 1963 The B.S.F.4.'s annual Convention for 1963, beld over Easter at
CONVERTION  +the Bull Kotel, Peterborough, wsa a zesounding sucoess both

formally and socially, Credit for thia belongs vory lorgely
to Ken Slater, who was painly responsidle for organising 1t. It was notae
ble no% enly for tha wnuweually larges mimber of attendees, but also for the
unusually large mumbar of profossionals present, {Of course the two ave
to scae extent interdependent = the wore professionals who are known 0 b
at¥ending, tho nore fana will flock to hear and meot them),

Among the professional writars of science fiction present were Briogn
Aldisa (our Preeident, and a very good one too ns any Cormitteo meaber who
has hod dealings with bim will testify), Harry Horrison {who annually
nigrotea Prop Dermark for the oocasion}, Mack Reynolds (another Amarsnan
expatriste vho commuted from Spain this time), E.C, Tubb, Michasel Moorcock,
Johr Brunner, Dan Morgan and Kennethk Bulmer, (This is by no means @ come
Fle'he iist). Aleo present wore pudblisher Tom Noardman, Johr Carpell

£ditor of the Move Publications choin of magazines), and antbologleta
Gaoff Doherty and Edsmrd Criepin., The latter (real name Bruee Montgomary)
was the Guoat of Honour. Unlike most Guests of Homour, he has been a
namber of the Asgooiation for several years » I mas the Trassurer to whow
he pald his firat subscription ir faoct, A1l the wore Honowr to him,
Kingoley Amis, noted ns a perceptive eritic of eoience fiotion amonget bie
other literary rolas, vwas alsc present for s short time,

The prog-enne took place in a orowded upstairs hall of the hotel.
There wexo two ovher Convertion rooms, One of them {lockable) ocontained
the profeesional disploys and the artwork display, the other was a ccmfort=
abls lounge which also contained displays in suprort of tha Trans-Atlantie
Fan Fund

™o proooadings oponad on the Fridey evening with a sari=informal
introductory cession conducted celnly bty Brian Aldiss, On the Saturdey
worning, +the Guest of Hovonr gave hia featured talk and answersd queztions
f2on tbe avdienos, He wma foliowed ty Harry Sarrieon, who made a etrong
end inpassiored protast sgainst the rdpggling censorship (publisher-inspired
for the nost part) =nich ja e3ill far too prevalent in ecienca fiction thees
daya and vhich eonfronis avthors who try to expreps theoasolves honesily and
legitinately, at every %urn, Plonty of paterial the only ade of whieh ie
4o appoal 4o the bacer instincts is eamily and chaaply available to reade
ers {(and those who only look at the piciures) of all ages = yet Harry
Barrison vwas on ono oconsion preventod from having one of his charasterd
agy "Damn §1" in fnastoundalog (or whotever the thing was oalled at the
timaj.

On Saturdey evening, Peter Hommarton of the Lincoln Astronopical
Sooleaty gave & elidesnow-talic on the planeta, and the oconditiona that we
ooy eéxpect $o find when wé reach thew, This wap veveived partionlarly
wall by the younger citendess, and ihe question-and-answer seseion whioh
followed went on 80 long tact the item was rever formally brought 0 &
close et all, and if Peter's *wo assistents hadn't started packing up the
oquipment it night still be going on yot. The trio wasn't gble to stay
for very long nftervards, and ere to be thankod for meking the journey for
the occasion,



The late evening of the Saturday was ressyvod for tho fancy dress
partys This was as usual the only strictly socia) event on the official
progrome = though the off-programme social side of the armoal Convention
is always oqually aa inportant as the forenl side, Thero were s number of
jogenious costuoues lllustrating the given theme {"iftor tho End") and the
ball wee packed oven with moat of the cheirs ramoved, Music was provided
by Don Cowlan's band, a guinied of locel wusicions, They put up o brave
ehowing despito the fact that fow people wanted to dance ~ or indeed, bad
rooo to {which must be a considerable discouragement to a musicion who's
trying to play dance music;, Scmewhere around widnight, however, when tho
crowds hpd thinned out somowhat, in walked Dan Morgan (tho science fiction
author), unpacked hie gaitar, eslkod up to the far ond of the hall, set down
beefde tha band and stortod to pley. The difference was dranatics Ingt=
sad of playing pop muoic for dancing that nobody wanted to do, they were mw
playing for shoer enjoyment, and the result vwas en extromely enjoyabls honr
or 8o of palnatrean jazz that I for one an most certainly glad I didn't
piss » in a naar-parfect ntaospbere for that sort of thing,

(Incidentally, coning from a traddie like Do thie ig praise indeed).

Sunday (the Sundey progremse, raother) began with s general discussion
on the Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund, chaired by Ethel Lindsay (who attended loat
yoar's World SF Convention in Chicego through the Fund). A wupber of
sugpestions ware put formard froa various scuzces and dovated. By the
very nature of this tronsmatlantic institution no binding deoisiona could
be arrived at, dut it 15 clear that the Fund’s future is vory desr to the
hearts of convention-goers,

The TeA.F.Fs 8esaion was followed by the B.5,F.A.'s own Annual General
Meoting, I don*t in%end %o go in%o detnils at this point - to paraphrase
Sir Christopher Wrar's epitaph: if you would 360 1ts results, look arcund,
Spooifloally, bita and piecos of the results are o ba found soattered
wholegale “hroughout this mopnzine,

(n Sundey eftarnoon, after a talli by Geoff Doherty ontitled "0l
Leops for New” (very j1luminnsing), the massod professionsls were empan=
elled in emall squadé and prt to the question, Thero were 80 many proa
fessionale involved shot I‘'m nfratd I mede no attanpt to koep track of
precoedings = a0 that's all the writeup I'm able to give this partioular
iten I'o afraid. E-io Bentcliffe then gave a plide~show involving sone
of the personalities prosent boasides some places of intorosi where ha’d
bocn at one tipe or another. And fimnlly there was the film showa
There wero throc filos on the progrnmna, First came Jean Coctenn'’s
nucheacclaimed "Orphéa”, thon o short filo (or an axcerpt froe n longer
film, 1's not sure shich) callod "It Happoned Here", which is notable in
that soveral young London fans sppeared in it as “extzas™.  Finally
4hera was the eavly af olasaic “Metropolis”, about which I will only say
4hat thara im no truth whatever in the mmour that I took ome of tha parts,
Dann it (these words appenr by courtesy of Harey Harrison} - I'm not the
only person in the worid with a full board.

Apart fuom an oxtre tusinecss sesslon to deal with sundry loose cudas
from tho A.G.M. oarlier on, » . i~ usual muctions and things, that wos (I
thirk) aAl) the prograrmes Jusv one point I'4 batier meke « if perchance
1 happen to hove wrengly assigned any of the items no to ita placa in the
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orcerad achems of things, my apulogies, 1 am ro ncted for my chronology
Bech cecseions,

Naturally, not cverything wna cne huplred per ¢emt perfect, I haye
heord it suggested, for Lnstanca, thet %0 bhave a fullaléngth doubleefeature
filo show cuts too hesvily insc what should be sosial time, Then sqnebcdy
oentioned hoving teen given a cracked cup, (On tho other hand, the hatal
¢herges were spocially reducod for *he Convention, and there's o wellaknown
woy of doaling with cracked cups in any cesa). The only really
fagtura cf the Comvention, I think, was the inevitable imabllity of =t
least sone of thoge wanting to attend %0 do cu. Prominent amongst this
gear's emergency atsentece wére cx~Librericn Peter Mabey and Trecsurer
Jil1 Adame, both of whon nod Yo atay away for peraonel reasona, In Petark
cose it was particularly unfertunste, hecausa it turned out that be waa
voted 10 bo the firet reoirvient of the Doc¢ Weir Averd « an sward be richly
desarvea for his gevvieds ¢ the Litrary over at lenst four yoars bosides
othor genorsl scrmrco Yo tho ASscoiation, to the Cheltenhan S.F. Clrcle,
and 3o fandoo 63 o vhole, Arrangomortis aro being mada tc praseot hinm
with the resnlia 4n london {wharc he now livos), Jill's absonce wns
vecasionad by her s2all daughter Penolopa, who cane out in spats ot just
the ¥2Ong DUDEN S I Xmow gome poople ¢lain they ¢an't afford %o visit
Concentions (even ticnsh thoy're not all t expensive), but this is the
Tirst tine ['ve cver heard of anyzody heving 1o mize ona Just Bocauss of
cne peasly Pennr,

Iy (a1 ot Tho annual I,S.F,A, Comvention for 1964 45 to be beld ot tha
COTVENTION  some place as 1983, to wit tha Bull Hotel, Pe‘erborcgg
I=hE 41l tho9a in%eresied in rezistering ciowla get in tcuch with

Copy Mzlsk, (Address on irsice front covar), ﬂhc pralic-
inazy resistraticn fes (Yo ve dedueted frem the totcl attendance monsy) 1s
Fii?l five s4ildins,  Eooter 1964, vhet is.  Soa you there?

A 1¢t2lo furdier in the future, Treparations sro gaing ahead for the
holding of tha L’;E nezdg Conrentden iv Lendon The Warld Convonticn,
of crurso, i3 gac of cvn-fen*l.cn cf vhe year, _nﬂ is wsually hold in tho
United Statza. I% mac proviously held “n Lorndon in 1957, and & wpecial
paane was chartered to briny over Aocrican fars and profedsiomal person=
zlities, Therz iz mot, of covrse, any aSrolutc eortsinty the’ London
rl\ gct *ths 105 Worldcous Jothing can be krown for sure witil the
voting tales place nexi yerr, It there is much support for the projecd
apsig Americen fana andfor convention-gouere, and I should eay that the
¢chonces nre conaiderably nere than [Nfdy per eemt in our fawcur,

See you ihene, 00, then, I hope.

WITCH BAL A nunker of members hove writton in asking why 4he etxip
foaturc in the crevicus 1ssus, "Wlteh ¥ar®", woa not ovedited
0s being based on the efory by Richaxd Uathemon, The answer, 60 I anm
infnmenl, is that it gerteinly chould have beon but by aa unfcriunate ovors
eleht was not, Apolugies are offered,



OBIT- | The death ie announced of BOB RICHARDSON, whoe died on the
m_ 1st of April this year,

Bob mas fon severel yoara a lepding mamber of the
Cheltonhan S,F, Cizcle. He hee supportod tho B,S,F.a,
Tron ite very onrliest daye, and was the ono responsibla
for orgenising the first Convention held under BeS.Fafia
susplocs, that in 1959, at Blrminghan,

Ho leavas o widow and a young daughter, to whom all
who knew hin, and ths BaS.F.A. 25 a wholo, axtend their
wholahearted pyupathies,

LOHDON ¥embors of tho B.S.F.A. who 1ive in and eround London, or who

MEETINGS  vlelt London, will be glad to knnw that the Friday night

RES UMED oeetings at Elle Parkoer’s flot ore now being resuned, and by
the tioe this is published will have baem running for svoe

vecke alreedy.

Ella's now addross, at which the neetings are to bs hald, is nows

Flat 43

Willion Dunbar Houae
Albert Rogd

10HDON W2,6

Tha nearest station i3 still Queent's Park, Any Priday night, from
now on, Ella (and the gang) will be plensad to see any nember of the
B.5.F.4. who can noka 1t,  Shymeos 19 no excuse = and with Ella 1t’a
entircly unnccessary, anyway.

ANOTHER B.S.F.f. Aonteur writers and artista in the B.5.F.i. (of
SERVICE TO MEMBERS whom thera oust bo aimost ns many as thero are

noneprofessional maphers} should ba interestod in a
new scheme that 18 in process of being organisad. This i te form o
sasonlled "Round Robin® shain {or more than nne, depending on the reaponee)
whereby a typewritten "magnzine” contnining their offarings, and inoluding
hand-drasm (or evem pninted come to that) illustrations, 1s prased round
pnongst the partioipants for thelr cocapants,

Any popber (whethor full or sssociate) cen participate. All that'a
requirod 1s a nodicum of ercative output in one‘s chodcn pedluo, wilting-
ners 1o critioise nthor poople's wark and to havo yours criticised by them,
and the prisc of an occasional poatage stanp ar ao.

Anybody interestod {thc more the batior) should got in touch with Baoy
at 91 Craven Stroct, Birkenhesd, Choshire, who 18 running the schemo
T the Aasoci ation,

And oh yos - naturnily, anything that turna up in the chains that ia
thought suitable for YBCTOR will naturally be passcd along to oo or oy
successor. Which is why I have a peracnal interest (sa long as I'm ocditing
VECTOR) acelng o big reaponse to the schence
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SCIENCE It is announeced in the 32nd iseue of "Solsnce Plction sdvene

FICTION tures" that there will uct te & 33rd isauve “at least for the

ADVENTURES  timo being”sy Poor woles are bdlaned. And a0 an excellent
wagrzine peossesd into oblivion,

Pergonelly, nlthough I don't like sesing ggy sincersly-eddted ef oz
fontasy nmogazine disappear, T an partioularly sorry that Novs have chosen
that particular title to kdll, "Science Fiction Adventures” has s unique
history, It started purely and sinply as an fmericapn ef magezine, Thon
Ncwa trought out a British roprint « just aa various other pudlishing heueses
ware deing with cther Anerican cegazines, Thus far, the pattera 4s ent=
iraly crthodox, But freo there on, bistary was made. The American
pnagazino folded, but the British cogazine carried cn - net neraly living
on oneulled cornere of bookenuober Ansrican issues (sa has bappened on
ocecasion) but publishing original etoriss thet had newver appeared in the
Amerdioan ecdition, wn*il in tins it becane ccopletaly naturalised = a thing
1 have never kncwn happen in any other casa,

Of late, it has printed s aunber ¢f particularly fine atorias cf
novells or shortwnovel lepgth thet 1'd hate %o bave nissed, I bope John
Carnell will be sble to fit thoir lijke into his ather two oagazines
sonchow,

CHEDIT FERE Raving taken over VECTOR's editorehip, I have just been
CREDIT IS DUE  roading through the B,S,F.A, ccrraespondance files for the
past year, ond elthough I'n fully aware that ocmparisans
are (as the saying says} odicus = cr pcsaitly invidious, if there's any
diffarenca » there are two thinge I sipply can't help pentioning here.
Onc 1 that Elle Parker's talent for writing exsctly the right letisr on
@very conceivable occasicn leaves pe literally gosping with sdpiretion,
The other ie Kep Cheslin’s Zuntastic energy, Dantastic, in faect, ia vary
pyeh en ynderstavancn®, Tho enous® cf BeS.F.A, work slono he'a got throwh
(and I know hc has plenty of other ealls on his "spare tima™) etaggers me
just to look at it. If ihe B.S.F,4, hadé dore nothing olso but discover
Ken, it would hrve amply juetified its existicnca,

¥ © WILL  Right -~ that's ol from we f<r now, But very likaly you'll
17 END ? be scelng ne pepping up hore and there in odd cormers af the

iseuc or I thivk « ¢r hear - cf other things ithat you nmight
1ike tc kmow, MM

PE.  Today 19 the first woeklivoreary of ny rash assunmption ¢f the Editor=
ial chair, and I find %o wy horrcr ibat all the week I've baan sending out
letiers or official hemied notopaper without ny address., lLuckily 1t iam't
a8 had as it might de, decausc In pany cnses I enclomed raturn envalopes,
But to those of ycu who cay be wondering whotber I imow what I'm doing =
obvicusly, I don't, You com content ycursslf with reflecting that peapla
who neyer do that eort of ~hing are rot very likely t¢ accept thls sort of
Joba I's serry = ashoned, In fact - anymay.



Poced by sclence fiction (old and
new) 63 well ng by what souetimes
pessea for sciencc itself, it is
oot always easy to identify

[(RIFAD, TOHONG

WS ZAMES  PRAMNNL- RATHRONE

An “Avazine Storics Quarterly” of (I believe) 1933 was my introduce
tlon to aciecnce fiction at school. Dreamer that I was, and &6 40 remsin
for years, I could not connmect school physica, chemistry and naturnl
ecionce to anything remotely like the acicnce in sciemoe fictior, and was
quite heppy to enjoy the letter without any aid from seience roality,

It rug o long tlwe beforo I grasped that they were related, and that waa
no% to do whilst T was at school.

This is not aa absurd, perhapa, o3 it scunds, for thero was e mako=
shift appearanoc to schoel scicreo apparatus of the thirtics aod it weas
difficult t» rela®c this to thc machinos illustrating, for instanco,

8*. omatica and Mathepatica Plus in "Astounding Stories". The latter

natrations rosomdled nothing with which I was familiar, but they had a
sloek, satisfactory look sadbout thomi thay looked Yikc machinas which would
work, On the othor hani, achool physics momnt, at its posk, Archimedos
buckets ehowing viae displaoccuwent of wnter and a gloricus mess; and natural
galence concermed planis ir pois morc than BEMs. In achool acience I had
the sansation of being £ilowed to lock through peep~holes at demonatrations
of the self=cvident; Zn soience flotion I was alroady admitied into the
wonder of ih¢ whole ths$ag,

¥hon I think about it row, subjact to some resorvations it seams 1o
we that tho goneraljoatiovs of scionee fietion, ovon in thoso remoto days,
were mord oomceimcd with truth then was school seicnce,for the fact is
thet the majoriiy of us, even those spocialising in a sciemtifie subjoct,
are too cloce to tha trces to eco anything reseobling a wood, Thla by
decessity minea, unless wo arc of tho celibre of a Mcdawar, when we see
tho wood ot oll, wo fail to distinguieh accuratcly the poeitions of
individual troos.

¥o live on s mote of dust floating in & bubblo of alr and hald in
place by & matrix of grovitotionsl forcoe, Corcering round the aun in
the conpany of the planots; tho system itself moving through apaco, thoro
i3 aomathing staange about life and about human ¢consciousncss on tha
onrth which 1t is not tho busincss of scienoo vo doseribo, Both Joans
and Eddington wero rightly criticised in thelr day for “metoaphysicnl”
overercaching, But the soicnce fiction wrditor has gerte blanche 4o tho
wholo cosmos, and my ovm enjoyment of his art has as puch to do with vhat
ho hints at concoming the ncaning of hupan lifo ag with tho plot of hia
tales

This has not alrays toen so, but I can werk the period of the change
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with one etory: it was Willdanson's leglon of Mme, I ramanbor being
absurdly concerned with the fact of time, and had a feeling es though a
brick had fallen into place while I wos raading the etory., The axpsr
lenco ha? sone relevance to the other changes I was going through, for
vhen I ra=road the story tha other day the characters seemed paliid and
ovar=rcoanticised -- 1t vas not the atory I bad thought at all. Evide
ontly ouch of my scienco fiction reaeding had to do with some kind of
subjective approach to reelity. Scmo types of sclence fiction scen 4o
carry with them the wnconecious at'titudes of the writer, amd it wae pose
pibly to this contant that I respunded.

My rocollection of British science fiction of thia period ia that it
had o repellontly barsh vicw of hunan nattire end a curious and unrcaeoning
dislike for any form of nachine. Knowledge wes comtinually baing ua~
earthed on far planote or of past eivilisations on the earth which was
"forbiddon" and wsunlly buried or destroycd again, Scientlets, besring
no resemblencd to any of the multitude of roscarch workers in any ficld,
continually went coad or borserk and attampiwd to destroy the world. By
oontrast the U.S, equivalent Jutted his bulky jaw and carrisd on unravale
ling the seorsta of thoe universe in his own whineical and unsolentifio wmay,
but at loast without foar. Both sttitudos wora oharactarietio of uwational
approachos to scientific rosearch, implicit in the U,S, oontsmination of
the ioncephero with a high alititude tcet and our own ceutious stops towards
participation in a Buropean Spaco progrsama, Thare etill is somsthing
characteristic in British science fiction, a kind of attitudo of "mmanity
18 nore ioportant than scicnce” as though sclence were not the product of
humani ty.

Hy favouritc magazine, "hetounding Storica, wae slvaye nosror to
being ftechnological than o seicnec fiction, nnd bacause 1 wae pot o
ealentiat but loved nachinery I preforred it to the othors, It was dut
a etep, &6 tho name of %ho mngazine changed to “Analog", from anglneering
nachinery to ongincoring oivilisations. With eowe muthoras, euch as
Isaac Aeinov who wrote the Foundation sorios, the change had alresdy token
placo. "Analog" 1s mainiy concerned with acclologieal fiction mowadays.

Modern seicnce fiction, in gemeral, is puch botter than tho ecience
fiction of the thirties. The characters are more liko real people, and
the situations less contrived. I a0 not fundanentally concernsd with how
far, novadaye, the ecienco in science fictdon approachoe “tho real thing".
At the some tine 3t s good, even if moet scionce fiction reeders bolong
to the alroady converted, to be rominded that tha scionces are not "cold”,
ané sclence fietion doos this. Whatover sttitudo tho rescarch workcr nuet
assiduously eultivate in tho latoratery, and however cbjective he nay aio
1o be, the pursuit of kaowlcdge i8 o type of poesion. Solemco ia con
ccrned with o kind of ascuracy about the fnots; the arts are concorned
with o kind of accurney sbout the amotions,  For both the seiontiet and
tho layman, science Fiction ahould be gble to say soputhing sbout both the
mind and kosrt of pan, and tho possibilities of hie intellectnal and

enotional lweginings
= 1 Janas Parkhill-Rathbona



salolwil .
COMPETIONS

THESE ARE ROT ooapetitions, They are notecowpetitions, Mo prizes are besng
offercds They are just for fun = and intersst,

HOT-COMPETITION I

This makes no claim Yo being original, Even though not couched pracise=
1y in thess terws, scwething to thé eame general effect is liable to arop up
almost anywhere svery so often, This 1s the VECTOR version.

Inagine you are the chairman of the anmual BeS.F.Ai. Convention e no
particular yeor, any one will do, You have the task of seleoting n suitable
guest of honour for the acousion. Yon can choose anybody you like = provid ¢d

the_person you choose 18 & character of fiction.
Who would you chooss e and why?

It bas 10 be bome in mind, of course, that aortedy qualifications for
the guest of honourship aro essential, Tom must choose scochody you o
bopour, for a start, and that you and the other attendses will be inte ed
to weets Your choice will be raquirod to speak English, or a rcasongble
frooimile thoraof, and ahould be capable of giving an intorcating talk os
a foature of the Convention programme, Aleo, it might be as woll to pick
sonebody that you have mo repmon to muspact would not be willing to ettend s0
long o9 ho = or aho or it = happened to bo in the neighbourhood at thoe timo,

¥ou nead mot oven choosa o science fictionsl or fantasy charagicr =
though in practice no doubt most of you swould,

Eoll up and nanc your cholce thon = Lammol Gulliver?  Elaspoth Marrinor?
Lord Groystoke? Fowler Foulkos? That cheracter in the bock by what 'sehise
noma?  The ficld ie wido = thoro must be some fobylous guesta=-ofehonour thoro
20ROWhOrC,

NOT=COMPETITION II

¥Whilo woirc in the wood for Convontions, letfs have o bells  Every yoar
tho mnununl Convention featuras o fancyedtoss party, with dancing oa the 8idoe
It bos 1n reoont yoars bocowo traditiona) for tho Conmvention cocnitioa to
set a thomo to vhioh the costuncs oro oxpectod to vonform, This yoar, for
oxample, tho theas was “Aftor the End” « though provious thamos have baon
notably lacking in such inepired brovity on tho whole,

¥on are roquosted to think up a suitsdlo thane for such a party. It
mght bo o good idea to conoantrate or scoothing thet might bo axpectod %o
land 1tsolf particularly woll to simple but cffective costuning, in ordor
thot s pany of the Conventiooegoors as possible bo teupted to dross up for
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the occasions  Bui inere is no roctriciion apart from tha obvloua
desirability of a rocogiisable af or fantnsy connection,

IV ooy be o3 well ot ibis point to mcotion that this notecobpetition
o8 no officiel comnection either with the 1964 Convontion cormitteo or with
the “artative protowceceittee for 1965. Howover, if thesc coondttoos have
not yel picked thoi- theges for tac costune partios, they will ncturally be
ingorestad 1o pee wiat iums up as a vesult of thie,

OT~COMPETITION VIT

Think of & nagme for a Spese c'rive.

It oan bo a nocaningfel nzno, or an antiroly arbitrary ono, It should,
howevor, contive to corver an atrosphore of docp epace.  Many authors have
their ova nmes for the perticuler bramd uacd in their stordes, Some of

faoca arce poro “aatur:l® than othecs.

Wo want o beiter one stiil,

CENGROATULATIONS TO
D e N/
[Pemer DMasey
oo VI NN EN G
.DOC Weir Award

1963

DEET OF THINGS THAT IANRIID WAS WIVER MEANT TO RHOW

At the Convention, Bripn Aldirs was introducing Konnoth Bulmar by asking
hio a coupls of pertinent questions. One of then conoorned whot etories of
hia wetd be soeing in the near futura. Pleading that be*d bave to aak hia
editor, Ken onlled qut to Joln Correll at the back of the hall ir o deliber-
atoly oxapggerated Cockmay voiece: "What's hepp d to ‘The v, cock?"

Erian Aldias prooptly 7olunmiesred to interprot this, an en equally del-
iborately exngoerated dryly-scialnstio sort of n wolee: “What baa happancd to
tho denon'e cock?
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A fow years ngo thare was ¢ filo callad
Conels Weat, allogedly founded on fTast,
which concarned a prejoct to harpess
dronedaries 1o covered wogons in the
dessrts of the southewastern Urdicd
Statess (Thc drenedaries had to be
epecially imported of course). Tha
gero of what could be an even mors offe
trail wostera is hera introducod

% Tan Peters

Fodlip Jose Fnroer has ¢ne of the moet fertila, and surely the mosty fecr=
lees, ibaginaticns in thot poet inaginative cf all literary genres, the scieonce=
fiction/fantesy fieid, adnittedly he does not ¢copere with the brilliant
pTose and doer = ged, hew dedpd = insight into humen (and inhunar) neturo of
Sturgeon but then how pany de? His themea are mainly concermed with two cf
the most basic notivations of bupan 1ife, sex and raligion ~ one or the other
or both = and ginco these are, by their very noture, controversial, his storiea
bsve often aroused a storc, Lacking, perhopa, the humanity of Pengbcrm, the
poatle imagery of Bracketi or the subtle reclimm of Heinlein's backgrounds,
yet his cheractsrs cre invested with the breath of life and the ra-~der is left
with ouch food for thought nnd discuesicn. Humorous, or "tongue~inechcek"

(ng I ecall 4t) 9-f oon mever heve the ibpect of pore serious works ond that,
1 say, is all that keeps hin froo being oocng tho top renk of science=ficticn
authors,

Tho Green Odvesey is not cne of his oajor efforts but it is o really
mllLEE_Tg Eventnre, full of swashbuckling action cnd bewdy buocur, played
out cgainat o richly=drnsn elien-planetary backgzound and culture, fncluding
8 scciety of nerchoat traders completc with treding flsets far freo gny cceen,
The dencusment &8 realiy ome~inepiring in concert - that huge relic of &
past civilisation, a plrnetewide speceport upcn which ell these interasting
oulturos and acologies ham uvelved. & nagnificent thace, only datracted fron
by 42e light=besrted treainent.

My reading 4in the history of tho 0ld West, replete as it ip with grent
(s1c) storiea of courege, hunour and pathos, not to oantion herror end dge
geadation, has recently brought tc oy attontion an fnteresting anscdote froo
the days of the Old Santa Fa Trail, that winding highway leading fram Hisse
ouri aloost a thousand piles acroas tho Great Plain to the Spanish settlo-
nents ot the foot of the Rocky Mountzins, The Plandne were o veriteble ocom
of grasey hillocks, souotices ceadly flat but oore ¢ftem rolling in long
sxella to the horizon, the Rind-blown grass end the clcud shedows heightening
that lopressicn.
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The chite men who invaded thew definitely looked on 1bo Rlzins a3 & pone
1iquid seas They named the junpingwoff place in Missourd "Reatport”, oalled
thelr coversd wagons “prairiea schooners", spoke habitunally of making port and
urged Congress to enact navigation lava for the “prairic ocaen", There ara
legends anong the Indians of a vehicle saen on the prairie, bigger than any
wagon moving with oxen or horses to drow iY, and with a white "flag" as large
a9 a topee on its deok, ‘This 18 recounted in tha filea of "The Southwest
Review", Shades of Xvrdinur and Alan Graen?

Tho inleresting thing is thot this legand is solidly bomed on facte Im
1855 & worthy by tho nanc of Thooas atteapted to finance in Westport a coopany
to build a fleet of praivie clippers to carry carge to Santa Fe. Driven by
large sails to catch the s%oady wind of the Plains they would be scomcoicel,
2¢quiring no draught aninals with their subsequent feeding end watering, and
would sail by compess bearings. aocording to the enthusiastio innovator,
When the looal eitizans scoffaed, ha actually built & wind drivep wagon and
“3ailed” it to Counvil Grove ond back, a round trip of three hundred niles in
nine days, Convincod, the Overland Wavigution Company was formad, and a
oenooth wngon, oo Conestoge lines, wes built: twoniy=-five feot long, with &
seven=foot baon, end mounted on *walwveefoot disneter whoels, Unfortumately
+he trial run was o dieastor. Vhep the vainssil was boistod, a strong wind
cought it end tho wagon dashed off, Fastor and faster it went, to the slarm
of the passengers. Thaomes, deaf to all pless, stienpted to run her agmined
tha wind, ®ut she suddonly wont inc revarse and, *hs ateering=-gear locked,
want roynd and round in o nile-wide cirole, One by ono the passengers
abandoned ships Only o strong fence evaptually brought the maidon voyage,
and tho Overland Mavigetion Coupany, o an enda

But Thonas, nioknnned “Uind ™, wag wndawntod He enbarked in his
original little wngon ond pe’ his courss for tha high Plains, thereby sailing
right out of the pages of history eince his subsecuent fate im unrecordad,

Did this fascinating glinpso of o bypona age give Farber hie inspir=
ation for The Green Cdvsgey? I wouldn'h bo s meo bit surprised?l

Jon Petexs
REMINDCR REMDNDER

The 1064 Convention ia ogain at the In London on a Friday evening? Ella
Bull Hotel, Petorberough. For Pexker holds open house for BeS.F.h.
n=ther information contnct penbers ovory Fridey avening at

Tony ¥Wnlsh Fint 43

167 Sydenhen Rood Williaa Dunbar House

BRIDGHYATER Albars Rood

Seneragd LCYDON NW.6
Prelinery reglstration fee 5es Naarest siation Queens Park, A1l

Mzke¢ o date for EASTIR 1964 nenbors cordially invited




FANZ.INE REPRINT DEPARTMENT

No apologies ara offered for rinning the
{following allegedly True Lifa Qalc in a
nagazine ostensibly devoted to Highor
Things....

AND THE SKOKE CAME DOWH THE CHIMTEY JUST THE SAME
by IRETE PCITER

(Reprinted by exprcss pcroispion fron the Bunpsr Christnas Iasuc of
ERENNSCHLUSS for Decoobor 1954, cunningly dicguised as o foke Christans ocard)

“POOR SANTA CLAUS" epid Daddy in o wisornble tono, "now ho'll gat his coat
atl blaok,” A few clouds of dirty sooks belched sloely froo the firwplace
and bung, “Pouff* they eald end vanishad. "Poor Santa Clous," said Muony,
I woa silent.

After a while thoy diecovored thad if tioy kept the door open ths smoke
gant up the chinpey. Afier n whils longer we wero all very very oold, So
they closed tha door and tho snoke came down the chinrey ngain.  “Poor Santa
Clens® maid Daddy, And efter onother while oy nolher onened the window,

Byt this bocane o0old too afior a {ine and was no use. Daddy phook his head,

The btuilder said “Your chimney pod iz crncked and you want anothar".
And €0 he put on a now chioney pot amd tock ouay the old ore. Xy nother
wont to the firoplace and the ancke was coming comm tho chionoy.  “Poor Santa
Claus* I said. Fy fcther wont ovt and cane beck with (ko builder, Tha
teilder looked un tio chiomey a long 4$ire,  “E—o-m® ho said rnd than ho
weot avny to thirk cbout it

Ono day ny fother saw the builder digging and planting so ha askod about
the chioney snd tho builder scid ho was thinking otont it wasn't be? My
father kopt asking abovt the ¢himvey and onc day tho tutlder came with a queer
tubs. He fixed 1t fo 1he new chirney pot and ocrt ansy again. My pother
wont to see tha fireplace nnd the smoka was cooing down the cajoncy. My
fathor was engry with the bailder.

"Poor Santa Clans™ aald oy brother, and bored two holes in the floor
boarde noar to the fireplaca, "Uhy are you doing that?* I nsked. “It's
suction” he asid. Then we eat all that night end eatshed the eocke coaing
out of the chim-eya Then oy father was anpry with oy brother, So ny
brother blockad ths holes up egain, and wont away and eulkod about 1ta

dy pother found n looso btrick in the chinney, and oy father told the
tuilder chont it, "Ahhh" enid the builder wieely, “thet’s what oade it
enoke”, Sa my father cane hone, and soo%e wos ceming down the chimnay.
Re went bock and to0ld the builder about 1%, The builder said “¥ou want
your chinney widoning”, And oy father said “Pish" and wolked away. Ha
sent for the chinnoy sweep, The c¢hibney swoop swept the chioney and then
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ha went away and left the soot in the gowden,

Ny nother mald "Tho sooke 1s

ooning down the chinney” so thoy had o rowm

A fow days later two nen arriwved with the new fireplace, and pretiy scon

1t wes nll nice and neat and fizxed in,
went pouff.
Senta Clans" I gadd,
priead tones,

4 mall oloud of anocke appaared and
I looked arcuné and all the people eaid "Bow pretiy",.

"Poor

“Burt that doesn't pattor any more" they snid in sure
"You're too old for that sort of thing nom, you know”,

Irene Potter

FREE SMALL=-ADS FREE SMALL-ADS

FREE SMALL=-ADS

PREE SMALL=-ADS F

WANTED: any sditiona of:e
"Pantastic Adventures™,
“foezing" & "Astounding”
Also:

“tninown™ {May 1540) ia
which de Camp & Prati’s
The Roaring Truapst
appaarad,

PLEASE STATE YOUR PRICE

HErian McCabe 2 Begumont Road
Manor Fark SLOUGH Bucks

WANTED: boak varsion of The Twentye
PLth Hour (Harbert Beat)
Any Teasonnble price paid

Archie Mercer 7O Worrall Ra Bristel 8.

WANTED, » o »  URGENTLY to complete an asf
indexing projsect, I want to
BIFY/Trade/or get information on
the following copies of
“Astounding Solence Fiction™:

ALL issves of asf before Jenuary 1532,

for these three issues;
ay 1930, ¢Sept 1530,.Dec 1930

If you wish to retain your oopies
rathar than sell or trade, I

would de greatly indebted to anyone
who can supply me with the
following inforuation concerning
any of the missing issues;

Date of {ssue

Volwme and iasue No.

Titles and suthors for
all stories and artioles
in geok iseue

OTHER FAN=EDITORS PLEASE COPY

Tarry Jeeves 30 Thompaon Road
Ecclegall SHEPFIEID 11 Yorks

WANTED by tha Editor of VECTOR:
The entire contents of the next
$asue?
Particularly:
Articles (esriona, memisserious,
satirical ete)
(of & nature suitable
or transferring to etencil)
Nems itans of interest to the
Denbzrahip
Latters of comment cn this issue
b3 you're not sura whether any
given iten would ba suitable for
VECTOR, the Editor will be
delighted to decide for youl

{This is, Do it smid, an euiirely
gerlous and constructive apalleed «
lother Hubbard at least had a cupe
toprd to 8elll)

PLEASE NOTE that Terry Jeeves is

no longer in charge of Round Robin
and Weloommittse projeota. Queries
on thegs and similar subjeots whould
now go to the D.3.F.A.’s new Chair=
man, Fhil Rogers. (Address on inside
front cover)

(A free copy of the resultont index will naturally be sent to any helper)
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Edmund Cooper: Tomorrow Camde
{Panthar Booka i}

This is a colleation of eloriea
from an of author who has received much
less then his due from the devotees of
the field., His two previous books
have taken well-worn themes and added
aomathing new, Now we have m series
of short stories which show the whola
rangs of his talent, from good o
protty bed. To atart at the bottom there is The Mouse That Roared ‘hiah ia
almost & direct steal from the plot of Wibberley's otory, It 1s, to put it
mildly, weak, both in piot end gimmick, Then there are a numbar of pedestrian
stook atories, Welcome Home, for instence, is e firstemen-cn=blars story with
a twist ending thet has baen dome o death by a good many authors befors
Cooper, and no doubt will be done to desth again many times in the future,
Quite a few of the stories are what I personally call ‘dejaevu stories’ because
thoy serve only to remind me of far heiter treaiments of the same theme, The
worst of these is Juigement Day which resde 1ika a synopsis of Esrth Abides,

To offset the bad and medioore stories in this volime thezre are several
good stories, and iwo in particular which meke the volume worth buying. The
first of these is The Lizard of Woz which could slmost be clagsified es e
‘shaggy lizard story’. It is a tongus in cheek treatment of the superior-
alien=surveying~carth theme, with an omceptionally good twist in the teill
But the boat of the whole oolleation is the last in tha book, The Doomsday
% This concerns a Britisoh physicist who 18 requested by the Goverrment

e over the leadership of a project to tuild the Docmaday weapon, the
one thet can deetroy the entire world, His sumation of the problem is, to
ny mind, e thing of beauty:

"Required: one Docmeday weapon capable of ironing cut the whole
human race. It was g tall order, but then I thought I had a rather
4tall solution, Oddly enough, savaral of my junior soientists were
quite emtbusiastic ebcut the project. ewesves I dismissed the wore
originel and epthusiastic members of my team. Such paople seemed 10
28 t be rather dangerous.
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Besides, although I copld countenance people working on the
Doocmsday project for financial reward and social distinction = as I
uyself wam doing ~ the thought of somebody developing the weapon
because 1t was the one thing they really wantsd to do was somemhat
abherrent," 332

This is & fajr colleotion of storiea, JAG
John Lynington: The Grey Ones (Corgi Baoka 2/64)
Eric Frank Russell: Wasp (Panther Books 2/6d)

The bleckbird sings as I type this; the ivy rustles against the wall.
But suppose the ivy vwere to be filled with a blind lust to reach out and
etrangle the gardener; supposa men themsalves suddenly forgot what they ware
and raverted to savage beasts, so that birds, dogs and the fom surviving
norpal pen fled fram them in terror?

This is e nighimare for mery of ua, or should be. We have inflicted
such mutilations on Naiure in cur time that we fear reprisals may follow.
If a plant sprouted leaves and flovare and...intelligenca.,.what would ita
first aotion be? Wo scarcely need to ask, Souehow all the plunging
gstrength of humanity would ha ovexr*hrown by thet tiny scrap of ohlorophyll
and fibrous tissue, We don't know howe That's the worst part of tha
nightoere, But if ordinary weads can fores their way through paving stones,
mo knor that The Alien oculd not fall to find the orack in our armour, And
1t might use cur omm strength to bring us dom. It might find a way to set
ua fighting among oursalves like savages.

The Groy Ones is not for everyone, If you demand Scientifio plausibility,
for example, you may be disappointed. But if, as I hope you may, you prefer
the rare mtimulus of a carcfully build .up suspenso, you will énjay it as wuch
as 1 4id, Enjoy. did I say? At times I felt that here was tho nightmare
face to face, IU took all my Schadenfreude to read on without glancing over
my shouldey,

Both the baoks hers reviewed ara pood value for half a orown of anyone's
money, bui it is rnlikely that many roaders will enjoy toth. Their appeal is
to widely differing audiences. Those readers who prefar the crackling dial-
ogus and casvally-sketehed baskgrounmds of Russell pay find Lymington'’s carafule
ly=tatlored clionxes and relaxed use of conversation teo he slightly irrvitating.
¥agp was, I suppose, written for memey. As Dr. Johnson eaid, only blockheads
write for anything else, But it reads as if i1t wera written for the sheer
joy of 11, as do all Russell's bect g tories. The cover of the Fortean
Soclety magazine onca carried = single seénteénce ®hich the editor, the late
Tiffany Thayer, must have thought summed up the Fortean cutlooks “To prick
& bloated one in the belly, I oall good sport”. {Nietzscha?) Perhaps 1t
1a no socident that Russell usad to be the wost famous of English Forteans,
for many of his most popular ssorics seem to echo those worde,

A Terran ssbotour is set down on an encmy planet with orders o sting
wherever the flesh looks juiciest., Just as a single wasp, by selecting the
right motorist at the right time, ¢an engineer a carful of corpses, 5o Janes
Mowry has 1o soften-up en entive planat before the invesion fleet can move in.
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The story of hos he does so is taut, fast=moving, and telegraphs no punches,
In fact, vintage Russell,

Let no one be deterred by the ¢1d taunt that this is ona of his TABTA
yarns {"Ter botter=than=anyone”), For my money, such remarks are
in the category that Arthur Clarke once defined as “the shrili whine of
envious rivals®,

And in any c¢ase, Terrens ARE better than anyonel SLB

ALTEN (Tony Edwards: 10 Cheltznhan Place, Cherlton on Nedlock, Manchestar 13,
and othersi 1/- each, postage extra: a duplicated fanzine)

The opinion that "Terrans are better than anyone" is evidently not shared
by those responsitle for producing ALIEN, the first issue of which has Juat
roaahed the VECTOR editorial office with & requeat to reviow., It is mub=titled
“Tha Intemational Fanzine", the adjeotivo (though not, perhaps, the definite
article ~ after all, thare others) being justified by the existence of an
American repreaentative i in the Pronx under the name of Robert Bell,
(hldiens, unlike Cockn are p bly born within the sound of Bob Bell,)

The layout, especially the cover, acems +o be mainly inapirad by the
prozines, and 1s generally pretty effective (agnin, eapectally the cover),
The artwork, some but not all of which almost certainly owes its inspiration
10 "Mad” magazine, 1s excellent, both in axeoution and conception = by no
maans the normal thing with fanzine first izsues, The text is unfortunately
scwewhat messlly typed - "=lopplly” wonld be a better word I think = for
instanas, tooc many of the paragraphe ara not indented, and there is roon for
oconsidorable improvement in the spelling. Howaver, at least i1t's all been
legibly duplicated.

The longest of the c¢ontents is a short story by Jerry Morrell called
A Mind of Ovn, This is wellewritton if monatere-moviesish, and what 1if
e reason why it happens appeats to be as voguo to euthor ns to resder? A
somevhat eimilar thema, handled at far greater length by o oertein Name
writer, 18 equally vague on the same matter - and is a regognised classic,

March of the Mongters, by Clive Fowkes (age 16 It Ssys Fore) 1s an
articYe on monster-noviaeisp as a way of life redeamed by distinet signs of
chaekbound tongue, Robert Ball's Monsters Intameationsl Club comprisas
mainly & publioity=relesse for s pioture calle: 2 _Baven = ros’s bird prese=
unably, though it doesn*t actually seem to say,.

Aub Marks has tvo short = very short = storios, both of the glamicke
variety. , the chorter of the two, hes the more effective punchline
= that of S%e Torld is a trifle way=ocut. Shedow of Esrth, by Ton
Bolt, 1a toc confusel a short story, realing wore like e Synopeis ¢f scec
ouch longer one,

One final point that night bo takon note of: there are signs that the
entire issue has been perpetrated since the Peterborough convention (at
whioh several of the perpstrators were present). If that is indaeed the
case, I wish they all liwed in Bristol = VECTOR conld use thelr energy) AN
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This is probably as good a place as any
to mention that there is now in exist=
ence a printed checkliat, armotated by
our Preeldent himself, of the works of
Brian Aldiss publiehed up to the end of
the yoar 1962, Compiled by B.S.Fed.
wember Margarat Manson, it runs to seme
24 pages of classified (if not "top
seorst®) information, and is well worth
the prica of 3/6d {plus postage) for
which it oan be obtained from Fantast
{Medway) Ltd, 75 Norfolk Street,
Wishech, Cembss 14 does mot. of
course, 1t bedng 1363 nowadays, cover
the following article, which will have
%0 be held over for some future supw
plement « of which may there be many.

A= A@ﬂa@g %
Loz

j\_

YOU KNOW WHAT happened to Lot's wife? According to the Old Testament, she
locked back and got turned into a pillar of salt, We like more soilence with
our fantasy nowadsys, but somehow the ¢ld story sticks. Ry glving this assay
dbe title I have, I warn myself what may happen if I look back.

RY
BRIAN ALDISS

And then I loock back,

I look beok and try to sea what made me a writers To put it in an
inaocuraté nutehell: Zn my surroundings, it was a lack of something; in we it
was & surplus of something, But lacks and eurpluses are what have made man
mane They're what contimue to make man man. The man who is content with
hia surroundings 1s deficlent in the vitenin of dreems. It means among other
thinge that bhe will no% want to read sc¢ience fiotion,

A& o child, I was pever any guvod at pl ying other pecple's games, My
brother wanted me to play geodies snd baddie with himg I Jjust wanted 30 wmake
jolcas or be funnys Who ever heard of cops and ribbars? When I got older,

1 1liked the gemes at school well encugh =~ rugger in partioular I enjoyed
whan the pitch was ripe with good Dovon wud and one could wallow ebout in the
scrum a5 1f evolving into some sort of super~beast. But whet I lacked was
the team spirit. I made a better touch judge than hooker, Swimwing was
okay; you only co=operated with yourself.

In fact, T might have cowoperated dotier with myself if my childhood had
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been violently eade It w05 not, any more than it was redisntly heppy. A
lot of it woe simply faintly duwlls what Themas Hardy called "neutral-tintad
haps and euch®,  Books I enjoyed, and malding books, It'9 no good asking ms
what waa the first thing I wrote, or when I first wrote seience fiction;y I
don't resell; it ecems ns 1f I was always writing, though I was not whai you'd
oall pracooiouss Ky esrliest recollection of one of uy own creations is &
flesh of memary like a faded photo in a friend's album; I can see myself aé an
elghteyeareold locking at a two-page story I wrote at the age of six or seven,
and realising I had written somathing, There wes & picture to the atory.

It showed an itmenve tuilding like n skyscraper lying on its side; the building
had wings frem whioch sprovted a large number of propellors. The building was
flying o the moon,

Wany childrer urite and draw until the talent gots aqueezed out of them by
siupidities and recirictions - scme of them unconseciously self-imposedj I ask
myself why I kept on vriting, The answer may be that I was e shy child, My
father had a sarcastic way of picking up other people's reuarks and turning
‘hem obout uwuti) they looked ludicrous. This talent I admired, for it was
feruinely fumny, sven shen the lauvgh was agzinst onagself, MNevertheless, it
nadae one think before speaking, and of‘en decide nmo% to speak for fear of
saying sonething foolish,

But if you write! Why, then you have the chence to look it over first
and expwigs at least some of the 1diocies! If you think in this ceutious way
for a number of ye&rs, end aot aocordirgly, them you find that you expresa
yourself as £f by inaiinci more cogently on paper than in speech, In conver=
sation, you heve to observe the Yaclit rules of teanework; on peper, you only
co~operate with yourself ,4u4e

There are veriovs reasons for writing, You can write to create art, or
you can weite « this is not always a conscicud eim - to pchiere 2 kind of
“harapy. I'd be hard put to define tke difference precisely, bud in sf 1
believe 1t is ecrecially poticceble that thara is 2 high proportion of authors
wao are scting cut thelr fenteey life on paper, even if they think they are
cuosating (1f you forsive thic gross sinplification). Sevaral writers have ad~
mitted thot mertal disturbance gave them impetus o write. We haye Walt
Willis's word the=t Peter Phiilins, once a very compelling wriier, erois under
nourotic compulsion; when his nevrosis was nured, he ceased to write sf. Van
Vog% has »aid that he ¢rcated nis merorable body of gf work from ™a position
of extrene schizophronic isolation"; he now writes ne more sf.

0:ae expscts this sort of corfession cnly foom a writor whose period of
disturbance is fiaished, or vhen ha considers himself shole again. So we do
not often got such illumineting statements. But I can think of aeveral af
vriters, some very prominent, whose work gives wnmistekcoble indications of
various kinde of deprivation znd emotional upsed; cbvicusly it would be unjust
%2 name nanes,

45 it happens, £f,dc the ideal wedivn for arternzlieing one’s pcroonal
bogles and for cloaking ore's cecrot fears in the form of aliens or slavering
borrora. ¥aen a story hes o slab of grus unbecked by any logical explanation,
or obtruding inartistically Troa tre strusture of the slory, then ihe watchful
reader may know he iz in the presence of & writerly irrational fear, 1I'm
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sure oy friend Geoff Doheriy’s pet Shambleau fs in thia ocategory,

When I bagen writing soience fiction, about 1955, I was in a nervoua
and in scoe ways rapressed situation, and I channelled many fears into my
wrlting One sxemple was wy early story Outeide {reprinted in my Spaca, Time
and Nathandel, and dn Crispin‘’s Hest Sf Two)s 1 waa thers putting into Eii.en
guIae uy omm dread at the time of betrayal by other people and e faar of the
dark, T dfd not reslise I was doing this when I wrote the story; I realised
it when I saw &t in print. The therapy worked, howgver, for the fear of bet-
rayal passed; nor have I been irrationally afraid of tha dark since than.

Writing those early stories was a health oure for me, At about the time
that Space, Time and Nathaniel was pnblishad, I ran out of phobies; they hed
&1l been expended on the atories that made Damon Knight eay "4ldiss is woat
enjoyatle when being most objesctionable”; dragged out into the daylight, the
shy littla things withered and died like bluebells stclen from the waoda.

That would have been much wore of an histue in my writing life 1f I had not
by then leamt a little of writing itself, the etearmal fascination of irying
to periect the individual sentence end ~ how rare the sucoeasea) = the indive
idusl story.

of , this therapeuiic p anly works on a superficial level,
One has one's major obsessions. F\:r an example: I have no patience with the
belief in evil as a force external to man, In fact, I am cautious about
allowing avil or bed into wy beliefs and stories; I know that evil exists,
but hold it to be rarer than most people think ~ thus such sins condemned by
Christianity as lust or theft or gluttony may often prove to be, if examined,
simple cases of d=ficiency, oursnsble by undaratanding rather than punishwents

Whether or not these views ara correct in an absolute sense, they are the
onea 1 orient mygelf ty., As a consmaquance, I can rarely raise enthusiasa for
stories in mhioch mbsolute good or absolute evil appears as an sntity, This
ie why such works ss Tolkien's Lord of the Ring; or Loorcock's Elric stories
leave me untouched; for ne they are based on a fallaoy, In the same way, you
will fipd dittle avil in my storiea, although I rarely writs about virtuous
veople, Here my beliefs ara o handieapy thinking as I do, I oannot draw

villeins,

Or 1f I draw villaine, i{he villainy 15 only in the eye of the beholder;
by the end of the atory, when we understand things better, the vidlains are
seen to be not so bad, and in rfact motivated perhaps merely by ignorence or
thoughtlessness, or even by the best of impulsas,

The gients in Non-Stop, the Roska in Equetor, the morel in Hothouse, tha
nals in The ‘Interuretﬂg. even Rose English in The Primal Urge, turn out to be
less black Ihan they peepmed before we grew to knmow them @ 1ittle bettor.

Hete yields t enlightenment.

I elaln this to0 bo & reasonable and rational view for an sf writer, But
it means that the final scones of my storles are not likely to be the climaxes
of mayhem that scme readers enjoyed unier an older dispensation; you'ré much
more likely to find someone laugned out of court, or an armistice signed, And
of course this ien’t very dramaiic.
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Novertheless, a writer is well advigsed not to violate his fundamental
beliefs for thg sake of fiction (any wore than he should air his beliefs too
vlalantiy), To anyone thinking of writing, whether for woney, srt, or therapy
= a1l sound motives =~ 1 would say that fiction is not only the ra-creatiuvn of
lifa, or bits of 1ife's experience re-asscabled: it 15 1tuyelf a way of living;
if your novel has any merit in it, you becoms = slightly differeat or desper
man by the timc you have finished it. If you fores yoursaelf into a line of
thought that dves not ride with your porsonal philosophy just for the sake of
the plot, there may be something wrong with your plotting, And you will never
be really satisfied with the result,

ST writers appear not to put much of themselves or their experience into
their storiss. This is en illusion; it hao some power mcrely becausa the
discipline of sf rcquires ue to look away from oursalves tewards a greater thing
{thc universe, tima, the unknovm, whatever), The direction we look iz still
predeternined by what we are. A line AB may be of a certain specified lengthg
the direction in which it points will depend on vhere A was in the first place.

Many of our writers, I suspect, write sf not only because, as I aaid eerlier,
it is ap idenl tharapsutic mediwm, but becnuse they find in it camouflage for
their owm identities, Conversely, it is harder to write personally in sf. To
compcsa a novel about people in Londop bed~sitters means we have to draw on more
obviously personal moterial ithan if we ars weiting of the habits of tho urg-
devouring osks of Isk ¥I, But Hoinlein’s osks, Brunner's osks, Fanthorpe’s
oeke, C.5. Lewis's osks, will mil differ aeccording to the personnlity of the
author involvad,

This is obvious enough. But what I would like to eee is o number of selfe
analyscs from o number of suthors axplaining the parsonal core behind thelr
storiesp that is tentatively whet I have tried to do hsre. Or perhaps a reader
of VECTOR will oporatc on the gape level and confess what compels him to read
acience fiction. [t must be a compulsion, or we'd all be reading something
simple like Gecrgette Hoysr or Howord Spring or Mickey Spillane seees

Brian W. Aldiss

SPECIAL ANNCINCEMENT
of werld-shaking unipportance

B.S,F.A, NEWSLETTER Ho. 15, dated December 1942, is indecd the correct fifteenth
of its kind.

B.S.P.4. NEWSLETTER Hos 16, dated Apri) 1963, alse cl#ims to be No, 15, but
such claim is hereby disallowed.  ¥ho's The fApril foal, one wonders?

B.S.P,4, NEASLEITER No, 17, dated June 1963, #ill make no cloims.to being any=
thing but its own zweet nnd unequivocsl eelf, It ia expected to contein
all the news that =hould have appeared in this YECTOR exccpt that nobody
told me wntil too late, besides aeveral more book-revicws,

BEYOND THAT = who knowa? AM
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sl EBBESFORNSE

LETTER COLWMN
CHARLES E, SMITIl (£1 The Avenue, Ecling, London s.13)¢

I ae finclly weiting the letter of comment I have bean promising oy=
self I would write for sooe tine. I have been prodded ioto writing bee
cause I bave found tha last three copies of YECTOR rather dull and 1acking
11 ron) meat. A8 yow have sald so often, unless we, the renders, wvoico
any dissatisfaotions wo moy fesl, the editor can onlty assume we are gener=
ally satisfied with the ganaral policy, On looking back at tho last
iesue, I have tried to discover what I folt was lackings

Tho hook-roviows, as usual, worc exoellent, I portlcularly enjoy
the coaments of our astecoed prosident, However, thers wee only the one
roview, which seeos rather shord oecasure. Cen we have nore?

The wain section of the pagazino was of course devoted = an apt
doscrdiption, I fecl - to tho works of John Russcll Fopm, as it had boen
for tha two preovicus issues. This strikes moe as roather %00 such of a
good thing, All righ% - he was ipportant in his day, and for the older
fan it was probably a foast of nostalgie,  Probably he did introduce
oany readers to scionco=fiotion under the guise of Varge Station and Vol-
ated Gridban - though it is also very probable thot he diasuaded pany oth -
ar potontial rosders froo reading any sclence-fiction at all with those
dpeadful titles and that siyle. I count oyaolf ery lucky that the first
seionec-fiction I road waa Heinlein'e Puppet Masters and that, when I nid
peot Foarn in one of his oany disguises, T was alrendy an sddict, bccaues
I could not get past the first poge. Anywoy, iIf the fact that a writer
introduces rcaders to thoir first tasto of Pantasy or Actence=fiotiom is
anough to Justify dovoting throc fssuos of VECTOR to discussing his tale
ants, how about nn article on Noddy?

X ought to pake it clear that 1 am not tisputing Phildp Harbottlo's
right to write articlue eoout any writer he ohonges, nnd 1t is nfter all
rolatively uninportant if the parkicular sritor he chooses 18 regarded as
conpletely without porit {(this is porhaps a good reacon to writc ebout
hin, to convinee us thet ho Zoes warrnnt poro of cur ationtion than wo
a&ront hio at present} bot surely therc wiovld be artieles about other
subjects and writers alongeide it for thoac readers who have no interest
in Fearn {in this -ase: the aane would hold good if tha author wero
Sturgoon or Heinlein). It bhas peent that for the past three issues the
pejor portiop of VECTOR has hold wo interest fcr ono recder at least,

If Ian sldridge onjoye illustreting well-known stories, night I
sugiest that he takas n whole pege and levotos 1t to a single illustration
froo a story he likes? This could givo hin nore tine to produce o picture
which doss justice to the ariginal, as I fael his conicestrip tachniquo
does note

The lctter-section as vsual provided the renl peat of tho issuc. 14
vas very pleascd to soo Drdan Aldise defending The Prionl Urge which I
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found hilericualy funny and which hed the sane effcot on me that the first
reating of Lucky Jin produced, Brian .ldias has produced the first
really oopia s=f novol ovaor. I tend to dislike comoonts as to how s work
is tho dest onc bas aver read, sesn, heard or whatever, fecling it 1s o
rather juvenile nttitude. However, on this occasion 1 think it 13 justie
fleds It i3 the first novel written in the franework of speculative
fietion to have a wholly ocnic aip and 40 suaceed cooplotely within thesc
linita,

I was also rather taken with Don Snith‘s noation of o thraptemed 1ibel
action ageinst hin by Fearn, Could you persuade hin to writc something
sbout this to acunteract the impression of hin loft by Philip Harbottle's
article? WEasily, M)

Am for suggostions, would it not be poseible to bring back the nag=
szineeroview saction? BPBven if the reviews are short, at lcast the gonte
ents are brought to the readerst attention. Same thing for fanzines,

In acme of tha enrly VECTORs thore was a saction devoted to reviewlng
fanzines of interest to the geperal reader, amd, nore importont, gave des
tails of where thosa could be obtained ané for how ouche I don't wean a
roview seotion as 19 comsonly found in the farnzines theosselves, as these
are too eacterio for the genersl reader and often require having the acte
ual fanzina thers for reforcace to ciscovor what the roviewer is talking
about, Could there not be also a lerger section of the nagazine devoted
to wants and salos, possibly incorporsting readers' gquerdes about sources
of saf paterial, details of speoific issues of magazines, anthclogies,
ant inforoation about epooific authors and their work? These queriea
could be answored by eny resdor with the appropriate information, ouch
in the way John O'London used to 40, Also I shculd like to see rendeors
oontributing articles on thelr favourite authors or ncvels, Thore are
surcly cnough of us {tho readers) t¢ run such a seriocas I hope soa

HSone vory velid points there I think. VECTOR will print artiocles
of intorost concorning writers of intorost e such find their way through
the Editor*s letter=box, For instanee, I wculd (puch though T edomire both
writers) be gelighted to receive o wollercoscnod and nonelibsllous erticle
writisn from the viewpoint that Hednlein or Sturgeon is not really as good
ag is usually egroeds This i3 of ocurse not very likely to happen, bes
ceuse when sooncone pakes a particular study of the works of scme writer
(as Philip Horbottle hoa dope with the works of John Russell Fearn) it
virtunlly pre=supposes a favourable rather than an unfavcurable interest
in the writer concernad, £ As for book reviows, the mornal practice is
only tc review oopics provided free By tho publishers for that purpoee,
which of course axplains vhy there are no reviems of professional magas
zinea at present. Publishers of fanzinoa which they think should be of
poaeible gencral interest are cordially invited to furndsh VECTOR with
revigw coples on the sanc basis. A& If nore smallesnds wore recolved,
core smalleads would be printed, I will be happy to print reoders?
querios too if they seco to ceil for such treatment rather than a direet
anewer, £ If snybody would like to sot Noddy in e wider conbext than
be 13 generally nssociated with, that too would mske an article thot
would be conmpidered for publications 4 This letter of cooment wad pro=
cisely the sort that I wish soveral dozen more of the readors woutd come
up with @ even though T oennot mecessarily guarantee to quote froo then
st anch longtd ovory tine, AN
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BERT LEWIS (47 Quecnsway) Ashtoneon=Ribble, Preston, Lancs)s

1 have enjoyed the sories on John Russell Fearn imgensely, in faot I
an rather gorry that it has now finished. Philip Horbottle has renlly
&ona ta town on his subjeots I con apenk quite a lot fron personal
experiance of the Moestro, living as I do Just a fow niles frem where ho
lived and having pald hip a fow personnl visita. One of these was Jur=
ing tho war years, which bringas no to cno little itap about him that 1
do not remembor recding abcut in the serios, whioh i1a that he was o Cinana
Projectionist ie Blaokpool during the war, I think this was part of his
‘wor time effort!; as hc was excopt from War Service on physical grounds.

It wan in this way that I got to know about it. I hod bsen ine
vited to go over to his hone one waekend to 8ee a fow filme, a3 he bad
acquired a WOX' 9,5 m» scund projoector just about that time, so we were
able to mes mcne which included the silent version of % Thia
bod its hunorous side, as John deoided that o little 'musical ground
would pake 1t o dit nore interasting, but the only records be had thet
were anything like what he wanted wero scme recorde of the music froo
Chin Chow, T tried not 6 notice, but inwardly I haé to sntle at the
attenpt., ¥e atill enjoyed 1t just tha same. Wo ol=o had & good 'vatter?
sbout S.P, genarally afterwards, which was always welocud vhen one peeote
80 fow 'fans* in person, particulerly when it's saneone like John.

There 18 just one other littls iteo which I cannot gquite 1ine up
withs In bis 'blographical note® Philip =ays he was devoted to hds
pother. I suppoEe in & way this mas correct, although I did not see it
quite like thet; the inpression I always got was ona of hia being tisd to
har epron stringss This was borne out onee whem, talking about John
8t11] being mingle, sho roparked thet “John was not bethering to get
Barried yot" and this when he was very much the ‘*eligible dachelor's Of
oonrse he was kindness itsolf tc his pother and I ouppose on this account
he was devotad to hers

Ong thing however will alwrys reonin with pe, and that is his enthu=
minen for anything science fictional. He hae pnid one of the groatest
oontritutions to this form of literature, He remains one of the most
prolific of writors in so far as 4t was alwoys ecasy to read, god a8 such
proviced good reading entortainnent, which to me is all that Ze required
of S.F.

I think I epdorse Christopher Pricst‘'a comnents in that the book ro=
vigws nre tending to be too long and that shorter roviews of more booka,
or oven simply shortor reviows, would be more likely to exolte interaat
in the books with Togard to where potential duyers ara concemmed at lamat,

One other iteo which arouses ny comentys.. How tao H,,, 94d %ﬂ-
acopea for Sale get §ato VECTOR ? It would probably go down well
mome nonefictional publication, but mot in VECTOR .. ploasel?

Wilaon Tucker, the Anerican swthor and oldetina af fen, 1¢ & dovie
projeotioniat, Any mora I wonder? AdM

BRIAN ¥, ALDISS (Oxford):

Let'e hopo other readers will differ etrongly fron Mr Herbottle in
bis estinete of the worth of Rusmall Fearn's writingse Could I add scoo=
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thing to his esssortion thet "Tha fnilure of kritiah nuthors « Ted Tubd
axeepted ~ to support his *Britieh SF Magazine' is sonething for which
they should all be ashamed™ ? iny writer, I woule have thought, night
have felt shy of baving hie work appenr betwean the oonsterehaunted and
blaster-toting covers of the “Vargo Statten Magnzine” « and oore than
shy when patrictisn was called on tw aid copnerce and the title was
switched to "British SF Magnzipe“.

But if you swallowed your appreheneions and sutmitted stories to the
%%y you soon found what a supereilious, oven hostila, rceeption thoy re-
ceivad, Such wns ay experience enzly in 1354, when the oag hod just
starteds I had just started nyself then - both "New Worlds" and “Hebula"
hoae acgepted storiaes, but oone had appecred in print, The editor wrota
long letters, vary pontifical in tone, asserting that bacause the fans bad
not taken rendily to the nag they ware "toffaeencsed¥, and claining that
"As an Flitor, I coul? turp down everything that is suboitted to oe" =
prasunably booause Vargo Statten could write the whole issue at o pinchs

Besidea these letters, long readara® roports were sont with stories
that the aditor considered worth publishing if they were rewritten as he
wanted tham. I finally got into this privileged closs, but the report
wuaa s0 jllitarrta and so absurd that I hnd to give up the whole dden.
Behind the whole pagnzine was the idea that 1t wns 0 appeal to teenngers,
and that therefore evcrything hat to be writien <own to then., This secns
45 me a borbarous distortion of the truth, If you bit eruc early,
ch,nces are you ooy throw up and never go nenr the whcla gonro again or,
aven worsa, that you pay adjust to it ani never want anything bottcre
In ocur teens, we nre at cur nost adeptablo and adventurausp we shall
never be oore intelligent, thoush by accusulatiun of axperience we nny
grow wiser and norc subtle} and we need worthwhile reoding to do thate
¥ould not Fonrn's writing and life guggeat ho hed troubla in onturing?

4 study of hin written with literary and psychologieal insight would be
very interesting.

I wne apused by your coument in VECTOR {thie letter mos of course
written to Jin Groves., &M} that our nints work »t right angles. It
eould be 3o - bout wateh it, becnuse you roslise vhot that nust nean?

Ono of us 1s slowly thinking his vay into the fourth dinension eses

HJust one point - surely, in spite of the "Bditel by Varge Statten”
tag, John Russall Foarn 4idn’t aciually edif the periorfical in gquestion?
Whatever tho failings of the pagozine apart froo the Fearn-written storius
thensalyea ony have been, I think this “istinetion should be kept clearly
in oind. M}

DENNIS TUCKER (A7 Onkridge Rond, High Wyeonbo, Bucka):

Bany thanks for No. 18 of "British Medisal Journal* // “Conic Cuts“.
(Strike out whichever is inappliccble).

No, but reclly e-= 2

¥nowing you HJin Groves ~gain of course. AMR) for n pretty astuie
editar, I con't help woncering whother this iasuc wesn't desiymed with a
view to shaking lazy slobs like me « who don't sritec whon they're cont-
ented - out of their custonary state of laethargy, If so, you have cort—
ainly succeede® in ot lcast one coS€csaee

Az T sse i1, the British Seiance Piction Assecintion is n serious-
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type boly with gerious objectives, Altheugh it 18 run by fans it 1s pot
principally fer fane ané VECTOR is nct & fan osgazine, 1 don't locw much
about the curreni crep of fanemoge but I very much doubt thet even any of
then would d¢vote one page, let alone five, to s comic etrip, Apart freo
the question of what I look upon as the dignity of a marious body, artework
trangferred tc stencil is nemrly alweys atrocious, and taie 16 no excepe
tions T em not ssying that hupcur sbould be absalutely cut = even quite
learned jowrnals have their cartcons - but these should be restricted to
the odd querter=page, not mcre then a scuple per issue, should be the
simplest of line=drawings (for the reason mentioned above) and = need I
6dd? = phould be at least slightly adusing.

Wow to the cther half of oy grouse, ‘Stethogcopea for Sale's I
found it very interesting, but just what haa it got to do with sciences
Tiction? (‘aba', you'll say, 'the final paragraph establimhes a ccnnece
tion.?) This dces raise an interesting ycint, though: should the artice
les featurad in the Journal necaeasarily have such a connection? I would
agy: yeo, by definition, by the very nature of Jowrrals. But if nct
there €8 no linit to vhat night be included; for instancs, I indulge in
Bom ¢ine-photegrephy.  Probatly = nucher of other cembera éo likewise?
Sone wight do mqualung diving, Probably s fow ¢olleet stadpe, or beer=
Dats, or women, Where will you draw the lina?

In recant issuss I have very zuch énjoyed Fhilip Harbottle's articles
en John Russell Fearn ~ thils is the mort of matarial I copajder ideal for
the Journal, Ken Slater iz alwmays neway and eptertaining, Bock Reviews
are fine and I like them “he length they are: no review can obviate the
need to resd s bock, always afsuning cne wants to, thcugh I agree that the
reviewer should nct give away any of the anthora! ‘surprises’ or 'twista’,
The letter=column could certainly be longer, bdut egoin, that depends ¢n
the likes of ne, doesn't {t?

Shates of the Past! MKichael Rosentlum doing the duplicating and
Don Re Smith in the letter-column, It wonld seam there's life in the
0ld guard yet.esss I wos vary anused by Philip Herbottle's ccmments on
Don's letter: yes, he's been 'a roader of mef for a good pany yearal,

Por the benefit of Those Who Do Not Remeober, ¢z Don't Know « Or Boaeibly
Weran't Even Borm, 1 WILL REVEAL ALL ¢ Donald R Swmith, scmetime knvwn
as 'The Sage of Numeaicn', was erstwhile secretary of the British Fantasy
Soeiety (which preceded ths Science Fentesy Society of Gt. Britain) (whieb
preceded the British Sclence Fietion Aasocisticn) (yes, It Has Rappened
Baicrel), and the author cf pumerous farmag articles, huwour and Words of
Wisdon in days of yore., When I digcovered fandom in 1940 he wss already
Inczedibly Revered and, indeed, It was rumoured that hc supplisd Wells
with the plot for The Time Mochine. (K, Dond)

By the way, is our Chairman the same Jeeves who eupplis¢s the dalight=
ful "Soggias" sartcon to "asmateur Cina Werld" each week?

(1 se=m to detect a spot of confusion in the sbave - the term "comio
strip" as understood nowadays dces not nécessarily denote the presence of
any huporous copisnt, inteniicnally or ctherwise, And Jan Aldridge‘s
atrips a0 far have besn taken from storiss that are particularly well ade
apted to the mediwn. 4 Re ‘Stethoscopes for Sale’, sn article is eurely
Justified if it contains matte: that may glve people ideas for ef stcries?
# Chairman no lcnger, but e sane Jeeves, yes, el
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D.K. WIL3OW {10 Roxturgne Place, Nawtown, St, losmells, Roxburghshire):

Personally I think the B.S,F.A, Library is the beat part of the
BsSusFvAe T heve nothing but proise for the twe librarians in Liverpoola
Vargo Statten (J.R. Pourn) was one of my introdusctions to S.P.,

although I soon progresssd to cother authors and wagazines,

&{Ea the Iibrarians, s loud "Hearehear?™  AMM
DON SMITH (226 Wighao Lane, Mimeaton, Warvickshire):

Vith a mild ba-ha at the cartoon and an acknewledgement of your
inspiration in swarding an Oacar %o Collancz for taking an adult interest
in publishing worthwhile scionce fiction, I run full tilt into the oone
olwling eescy on JRF,  Here 1 ruet pause, because a preliminary shufii at
‘the readers® eoluon has alrcady told me that Mr Harbottle is raising o
quizzical eyebrow ct ny clain to hove been onoe threatensd with a 2ibel
action by his inte-lanented subject, Cross my heart, it's the bonest
truthe A pacvisk ariicle of minc in KOVAE TERRAE, ciren 1937 at o guess,
mag 1ho csuzae, and anyone wao hes acsess to the files of that noble joure
nzl (a8 I have not) wiil fin2 not only 4the article in gquestion btut my
hunmtie gpclogy in tho nexh issue. I used to have the letter itself =
noybs I 8till have scmowhers, It was brief and t¢ the point, I was
quite 1ivid about 2t at the $ine, delieving that what I said was only fair
ecormont, but then, of 2ource, I was suffering from the acute intolerance
of youths Now that rdddle aga has mollowad me I am tolerant of almost
everything = even of lir Hordottle's daseless accusation of insincerity,

I may treat many things semewhot light-hesriedly, even with misplaced
levity, but I rever keowingly make a fslae statenent, Why should I, when
the truth iz shouxd enouvgh?

And the wuth is Yhat only very rorely ddd Feam, in any of bhis
fuies’, give we even a flicler of plsasvre in reading his stories, All
200 offlen he affected re iiko a cvenking gate, setting my nerves on edge
with his infclieflies of style.  And bicsuws? I always felt « goodness
knovrs why = thad he had the sbility Yo béccme a first class writer, it
saened to me thot he wos deliberatcly choosing the rosd of nass production
of stories, smail profito and quick retwms, instead of thae thornier path
to a more craftearmlike Lrodvets Thore is nuch too mmch poorly written,
aven irashy, science~fictions 1Then 1 firet sterted reading it = in 1950
~ 1% wes held in such low ¢sleen that 4% took no little courage to admit
that you sotuclly lited this rubbish, The ain and hope of fans at that
time vos ¥ 842 it bzooms a respentable branch of literature, published
by cespected publishers and reviewed by respecied ovitics. 4And 30 1 folt
that any writor who did not do his damndest to Taise the standard wes &
traitor o the ccuwaa,

Of courge, swthors have fo 13vs, and 1if JRF found that he could do
best by mass-producing a large nunber of inferior etories ho was justified,
econotically, in doing £0. Thie does not mean that I have to simulate a
Tiking for his stories rhich I do not have, I wust confess that I never
ddpped in*o any of ihe works of Vargo Stavien. I don't think I ever knew
that it wae another of Faorn's pseudoryas, but the name itself etruck
horror irte my senaitive svirit,
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50 naob for Focarn, nnd than's ny real views for sure. HMr Harbottlc
has dona a guod scholarly job, and if I had half his onthusipsa and energy
I'd do the sase for one of my favouritae = JHC for instanco. Dack to the
aegezine.

Thia is a valiant attenpt in giving ue what oilght Be cnlisd an f1luse
trated classic, but I'm a Flash Goxdon man myssif, The medieal artiela
was much woye fascinating, especially as it introduced we to a develomsent
of which I wae complotoly wnaware, Thoe idea of having s genctic immunity
is gquite heartaning; less so the thought of having n gonatic susceptibile
ity. X suppose one can't win A1l along thae line,

I'w not wuch worrded about publishers changing titles of storiaes
when reisvuing them in ciffercont formats It 40 sharp practice, of course,
bot the sucker who expects tu get an even break has to learn the hard way.
I do remember being livid whon o thrac part magazine periasl wae reiseuad
in book fora sbgolutely unaltered = wxcept that the middle instalment was
Jjust left cut en bloe, That littlc lcsscn cost mo sevaral weoks' pocket
nongya

& If the publisher's sole motive in making the chango is to trap
rendoryd into tmylog the sane story twioe, thun shaorp practice indead 1t
iss Thare usunlly seam to be other considerniions involvod though, and
you and I - I've been caught plenty of times myself - are just the unforte
unate victims uf a conflict of nins, AM)3

TOYALD MALCOLM (42 Carry Driva, Paisley, Honfrewshire):

A a new mamber of the BuBuFafiay I'C 1ike to nake o fow comments on
some of the items in VECTOR,

Brian Aldizs' colunn handed “SF Satire Hits the Mark™ missce the
queation of the valuc of secience fiction satire. I coniend, Brian, that
satire in sf ie all but ineffactive becouse it Aduesn‘t reach a largo
enough sudicnec, Yery few people whe arcn't regular readers soe science
fietion, even casually, su that the chance of their reading anything Sate
irieal 1s practically nils  And 1t's doubtfud if the mess of the public
would recegnise aatire, anyway.

My Guost Boitorial in “Nee Worlds" 128 soms up my thoughts on this
subjecta

Dot satire is inoffective., If it hed any effect, it would
prebobly no longer be necessarye  The dntroduction to the Pemuin edit=
ion of Mabelais montioncd that his satire wes still vividly fresh today
because the targets he tilted at were still very much with us. In that
case, I thought, he really ncedn 't heve bothered,  Satire can show s
whaet o mess the world's in = I have yet tc scc sotire help to gat 1t out
of ite Hay = oould m be eatirc? MNP

L.R, JONTS (36 Winwoomba Crescent, Ealing, London W.5):

I should imagine that the average fan 1s ressonably iitorats, so I
fail to see the resson for tha idiet's supplement in the nlddle, I refar
of conpse to the mansled precis of a short story that ie glven ecolc strip
treotment in your centre peyese  (me of tha less fortunate aspeots of
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this fenturc is the fect fhet the otories so treated are invariably oncs
w2 have rerd bufore. Don't gut me wrong - I Yike Aldridge 'a Anoginetive
11los, but 1 think his talent could be better enployed.

I graatly enjoyed Robert Presslie's article 'Stethoscopes for Sole*,
and I would like to 898 wore grticles like this in VECTCR,

A feature I would like %o see would be e seriea of fan portreits by
ATom, rathsr liko thosa in the ATOM ANTHOLOGY only mora elaborate. To
me, at lesst, thig would be of much groater intarest than the present
comle strip.

E(ATOM had to begin somowhora shen he was young, too. AMR
JI¥ DUCKER {38 Tho Moor Road, Sevencaks, Kent):

I noticed that in & recent editorial comment on the letter coluymn
pages 1n VECIOR, you mention 8 shortage of reviewers., The letter (from
Chria Priest) you were commenting on contained mm interesting suggestion,
8«ge that science Ffect books should bo reviewad in VECTOR.  An extremoly
good 1deal

G{Here cnec again we come up ngainat the convention whereby VECTOR
only reviews bovks thet sra submitted by the publishers thsreof for that
opecifio purposs. If 1t wsrc noiscd abroad thet VECTOR was interested
in reviowing secience fact hooks, I have horrible visions cf baing deluged
with tonevolume treatises on nny and avery concaivable scientifiec subject,
If somebody could suggeat any sasy way to get publishers to eemd us cnly
Buch goienco faet books na we were capable of taking in cur stride, both
quantitivaly end quali tatively, then I'd certainly be happy to rm
roviews of same,  AMM

HRIAN McCARE (2 Becumont Road, Manor Park, Slough, Bucks):

I enjoyed the article on John Russell Fearn immcnacly. Ie it pose=
8ible to elso have onc on euch a noted awthor as Edgar Rice Burroughs?
I an sure it wonld ba a great succoss.

I like the iden of the ccmle strip in the niddle pages of VECTOR,
though there is much room for improvement.

The only criticisa I have to moke about VECTOR 1a the artwork,
though I oust adnit I have a soft spet for Arthur Thomson's {ATCM) rovers,
If the drowings were done in a moro scrious vein (instea? of in the usual
whimaiesal fashion) it weuld improva VECTOR no enda

M1 thought I wes the only ERB fan in the Asscciation. Now all we
want is & third one, capable of writing interestingly about him. AN

J. PARKHILI~RATHRONE compente amongst other matters that he 13 apusad
find that "fan mag drewings remain fen oag drawings: twenty yeare havo
nada no difforencad” C. CLARKE of Swaffham, Morfolk, weites a long and
interesting letter sparked off by YECTOR 17, which is not being quoted
from a8 it arrived Too Late for Y. 18, Somsbody cslled Mercer alec
wrote, tut I think you can do without any more of hip than is neccss:‘zy.
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ALDISS ByW, (Prasident)

MERCER A.da 70 Worrall Romd, Bristol 8

JEEVES E.®. 30 Thompson Roed, Sheffiald 11, Yorka

SLATER K.F. 75 Norfolk Street, Wisbech, Canbs

SHORROCK I. 2 Armot Way, Higher Bebington, Wirral, Cheshire
SHORROCK e 2 Arnot Way, Higher Bebington, Wirral, Cheshire

TUCKER T. 87 Qakridge Rosd, High Wycombe, Bucks

AD/MS Ge 54 Cobden Avenue, Bitterne Park, Southampton

WEEDALL PuN. 20 Palwerston Drive, liverpocl 21

MCINTYRE X.Ts 212 Commormealth Way, London SE,2

PARKER E,A. Flat 43, Willienm Dunber House, Albert Road, london NW,§
WAEEY P.H. 54 Wolsay Road, East Molesey, Surrey

HILL I.B, 9 Corbiehill Avenue, Devidsor's lfeins, Edinburgh 4

ROGERS J,Bs 5 First Averme, Ashfield, Seunthorpe, Lincs
LINDSAY Ea Courage House, 6 Langley Avenué, Surbiton, Surrey
FREEMAN K. 971 Spring Bank West, Hull, Yorks

GROVES Jud. 29 Lathew Road, East Ham, Landon E,6

GRAY R« 14 Bennington Sireet, Cheltenham, Glos

ROSENBLUM J,M, 7 Grosvener Park, Charel allerton, Leeds 7, Yorke
EVERSFIELD AeB. 18 Rue Nungesser et Coli, Faris lée, France
CALLLONER J.4s 190 Batherlsy Road, Cheltenham, log

JCNES E, (Eric) 44 Barbridgs Ronad, Hesters Way, Chelterhan, Glos
BOWEY R.A. 6 The Yems, Gravesend, Kent

ven TOEN G, 31€ Maplemocd Avenue, Rosemers, P4Qe, Canada
SHEPPARD Y,L.B.R, Flat £, Bycullan Read, Enfield, Widdlesex
LOCKE G.W, & Chelsee Gardens, (helses Eridge Road, Landon 5W.1
CHESLIN X(M«Ps 28 New Farm Road, Stourbridge, Worcs

MeBREGOR J. 11 Oxford Tervece, Edinburgh 4

HARRISOM K. Rértangvej 4, Snekiersten, Lenmark

MTLLER C.As 102 Maney Hill Road, Suttan Coldfield, Warwickshire
FORSYTH E.M. 11 Ferndale Road, [ondon S¥.d

WALSH 4. 167 Sydenhan Roed, Bridgwater, Somerset

SHUTE C, Merlemood, Newport, Staffs
MONTGOMERY B, Rock K4ill House, Heath hoad, Brixhap, Daven
SWAN @, Scctston Rig, Dlyth Bridge, West Linton, Peeblesshire

Q'NEILL T. 37 The Cresoent, Worsley Rosd, Worsley, Kanchester
SUITH Ca 61 The Avenue, London W.13

SATMOND A. 50 Dallinghoo Rosd, Wickham Market, Mocdbvridge, Suffolk
SHORTER E, Haleot, Porkellis, Helgton, Carnwall

SMALL D. 166 Rushmore Road, Lendar 245

NASH J, 5 Whitehedge Road, Liverpocl 19

RARBER D. c/o 795 Norfelk Street, Wisbeeh, Camba

RENNETT R,M. 13 West Cliffe Grove, Jarrogste, Yorks

ROLLS B, 62 Headswell Crescent, Ensbury Fark, Bournemouth, Rents
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ELLIS G, 69 Street, Manchestar 12
GINN J. Queem's Head Hotel, The Bridge, Watlook, Derbyshire

JAMES E,Re 31 Castle Street, Skipton, Yorks

LEXIS By 47 Queensway, hAshton on Ribble, Praston, Lanea
FICHOLLIS N. ) Rusthall Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent

BARRCH P, 29 The Crescant, Bridgehill, Conszatt, Co. Durham
WERR G, Acre End Stores, High Street, Eynsham, Oxfordshire
HEDGER E,R. "B" Watch, R.A.F, Pargamos, Cyprus, B.F.P.0, 53

DALTON S,R, 70 Horth Lane, Lesda 8, Yorks

OATER J, Bulls Down Fgrm, Wraik Hill, Whitstable, Kent

POTTS A. T7 Melton Avamue, Clifton, Yorka "
HARRISON M, 76 Cobtres Estats, Chathem Rosd, Sandling, near Kaidstome)'
KAY Re 91 Oraven Street, Birkenhead, Cheshire

HAVIN J. 77 College Roed North, Blundellsands, Liverpocl 23

RILSON D.T.I. 69 Dearings Road, Hillmorton, Rugby, Warwickshire

WILSON D.MoK, 10 Roxburghe Placa, Newtcwn S%, Boswells, Roxburghshire

OTTER K« 149 High Road, Londen NW,10

BULL T, 60 Manfieid Road, Rerthampton

DAWSON W, 46 Galloehil) Rosd, Kirkimtilloch, Dunbartonshire
AUSTIN N. 4 Bystock Terrace, Exeter, Devon

COOK A, Sunrising Hovse, Shutta, Fast Looe, Cornwell
WORRALL R, 29 Highlands Avenue, Northaxmpton

JAMES E.F. 923 Parwick Road, Solihbull, Warwickshire

PARDOE W.Des 38 Perrine Lane, Wollescote. Stourbridge, ¥Yorcs

SConT J, Mg it ¢,

GRAMAN J, T Wayside, Lewiry BW.14

KIRSCH C. Shenley Hospital, St, Albtans, Herts

HOLT T+ 7 Ash Grove, Weaste, Sslford 5, Lanos

MESKYS E« of0 Wetcalf, P.O. Box 336, Berkeley 1, California, U.S.a.
SHERLOCK N. 9 Dog Lane, London N¥,10

RAPLEY P. 10 Princess Rcad, London W¥,1

BRIERLEY N, 27 Rindloss Aveme, Eccles, Lanos

MARSDE¥ C. 206 Park Avenue, Hull, Yorks

4LDRIDGE J. (or 1.?) 13 Rldrick Avenus, Feuldhouse, West Lothian
DAY J. 7 Avon Road, Hale, Cheshire

BARPOTTLE P, 27 Cheshire Qardens, ¥allpend on Tyna, Sorthumberland
DHONACG R. 9 Cramer Road, Sheringhem, Norfolk

ENGLAND J, 64 Ridge Road, Kingswinford, Staftfs

DIXON G. 279 FWertford Road, Lendon W.%

McCUBEARY €, 229 Millburm Strest, Glasgow

TREVORROW E. 7 Bartlands Place, Eagleshaa, Glasgow
WEBB W. 24 Merten Avenue, Porphester, Farebam, Hants

BOARDMAN T. Pelhaa, Prdiory Road, Sunningdale, Berks
WALKER T4 8 Unden Tercaca, Skipkon, Yorka
BALL E. 196 Vemzax Buildings, Pedmore Street, London N.19



JAKUBOWSKI M. 90 Watloek Road, London Ee10
HUMPHRIES J. Flat 2, 49 Shrewsbury Road, Oxton, Birkanhead, Cheshire
FRANSON T, (543 Babeock Avenus, Horth llollywood, California, DaS.i.

SPARROR DoHe 1 Oolite Grove, 0dd Down, Bath, Somerset
BUSBY D. Rances Lane, Wokingham, Berks

McCABE P, 2 Besumont Roed, Nanor Fark, Slough, Bucke
TDUCKER J, 38 The Moor Road, Sevenosks, Kont.

CAUSER E. 56 llaw Lane, Yeaden, near Taedw, Yorks
LYNN J. 3 Third Avenue, Wetherby, Yorks

PRIEST C.Me "Cornerways”, Willow Clase, Doddinghuzrst, Brentwood, Essex
BIOMEYER K, Flat 19, Boacen Heuss, Whitley Bay, Northumbarland

CANTON M. 254 High Street, ¥atford, Herts

PRATCHETT 1. 25 Upper Riding, Holtspur, Peaconsfield, Buoks
CIATTERTON M, €3 Pentire Road, London E,17

HEPTONSTALL D. 21 Park Parade, Wasttowm, Dewsbury, Yorks

CLARKEC. “Baochsida”, Hespall's Hoad, Swaffham, Norfolk

SRINBURNE ®. 60 Richmond ood, Leytonstono, London E 11

HBAYCOTK Re 192 Gracemare Crescent, Birmingham 28

HADFIELD Pa School Houss, Pocklington School, Pocklington, Yorks
BILLINGS G, The Pines, Rushmore Hill, Xnockholt, ks, Kent
PURNELL V.i. 57 Rowner Close, Rowner Estate, Bridgemary, Gosport, Hanta
STREET F, Maitland House, 114 Liverpool Road, Liverpool 23

AERBERT C,&s«F. 104 Rodden Road, Frome, Somerset

EALING 4. /o Coble & Wireless, Box 14, Bahrain

PARTINGTON €, 2 Matloek Avenue, Lower Kersal, Salford 7, Lanos

NADLER He 5 South Kesnefield Road, Sclford f, Lancs

PESSINA M.t Casilla 3869, C, Ceotral, Buenos hires, Argentina

JONES 1., 36 Minacowbe Crescent, Londoa .5

COPF. C. 84 Warmley Road, Manchester 23

VATERS J. 11 Menai Street, Birkenhend, Cheshire

ALLPORT B, 87 Bridlington Stresty Hyaon Greem, Nottinghem

WALKER B, Rock Cottage, The Rocks, Dilhorme, near Stoke on Trent, Steffs
HALLETT ¥, 2 Westficld Place, Yeovll, Somerset

WINSTONE C. 71 Georgo Road, Birminghsm 23

HATTON ¥, Wren's Yest, Asheridge Road, Chesham, Bucks

WILLIAMS H, €é Clockhonse Way, Braintres, Essex

YOUDS Jo 10 ¥ronhil) Street, Liverpoel 1

ANDERSON G, 15 Sackville Street, Londonderry, N.I.

DANIELS R. 16 lutterworth Road, Wyken, Coventry, Warwlckshire
HARNES S, Royal Harts County Mespital, Winchesisr, Bants

STEEIE C. /0 77 College Raad Nerth, Blundellsands, Eiverpool 23
MALCOIM D. 42 Garry Drive, Paisley, Renfrewshire

¥ YERS A, 12 High Street, london .3

MOWETT K. 94 Revensbourne Ceescent, Harold Wood, Essex
PARGHTILIaTHBONE J, The Old Crown, Crown Road, Wheatley, Oxon

COODRICH J. 7§ Third Street, Somerville, ¥ew Jersey, U.S.A.
PRETTYMAN F. & Pore Street, Tywardreath, Par, Cornwall



35

4,362 MECHAN D, 34 Ovenford Road, Redford, Coventry, ¥arwickshire
X,363 W®ILCOX G, 105 Wyley Road, Radford, Covemiry, Warwickshire
M.364 REEL P. €54c Holiaway Rozd, London N,19

04365 O'BRIEW M. § Roywood Drive, Don Mills, Onterio, Canada

0.366 TUCK Do 139 East Risden Road, Lindisfarne, Tosmania, Austraiia
W,567 PIUNTNGTON S. Oakhvrst, Aldarley Eige, Cheshire

M.368 SILKES R. 145 Balder Road, Harborns, Birmingham 32

M.269 GRIFFITHS Ba Royal Holloway College, Englefisld Green, Surrey

M.370 JENKINS H. 28 Garrvard Rocd, Banstead, Surrey

MANSON M, 36 Laokford Romd, Oxfard

04372 GIBSON J¢ 6 Lyons Range, Czlcvits, India

¥.373 EDWARDS 4. 10 Cheltenham Flare, Manchester 13

0,374 AUSTIN M, 4264062 SAC, Mo, 2 Snn, R.A.F. Guierslch, B.F.P.O. 47
+375 MORTON N, 14 Cembridge Street, Bridling’on, Yorks

Summary: President

1
Wembera (ordinary) 17
Aesociase Menbera 0
Ovoreoan Moarers A1

129 as at I Moy 196 ELOT

A EBY CHANGES OF ADDRESS

0,150 HARRLSON H, U,289 FAFEIITLE F. E25% RILSON D.MeK.
Reértangve) 4 2% {axchira Ga~isns 10 Roxburghe Pl
Snes orsten Wallaaad on Tyne Newtomm St.
Denmark Fortaunbertond Boswells
Roxbhurghshire
M. 17 FPABKER E,a, Mo 29 TFRERM2I KaHe M.169 WALSH 4,
Flat 4% 971 Spring Bank West 167 Sydenban Rd
Bi1liam Dubor house Ha2l Bridgwater
Alber* Reed Torks Scmerset
Tes; Kilhurn
Lendon ML6

A_TOTD_YTOH TFE LIBRARTAS

Won'd all vsers of the B,S.F.h. Lidvary pleese note that cheques should

be made paysble to Joe Naydn, and not to tha B.S.F.,A. The sams of course
applics to poztal orders.
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¥REE BOOSTER PLUQ

BCQ[DE’G]S“C;UR(D]EE)W@UD
[ G

FANTAST (MEDWAY) LTD bangiout at HORFOLK STHEET, WISRECH, CAMBS,
PANTAST (MFDWAY) LTD sells.y.

b
fictio

books and megezines ..... fantasy and eciance
eeves NEW and eecondhand .eeee through the mails

PANTAST (MEDFAY) LTD isuew regular cetalogues of stock in hand 4yvee and aolso
want=listrountcnsrs' requiremente 1f ssked, for reseérvation
vhan a ogpy bucames availablo eeses beeidos which 1t
supplien magazines and series publicatione on “etanding
order“ or arranges for the publisbers tc do 80 seess

FARTAST QMIDIA\!} LTD in short providee sn excéllent and romprehensive service
to readars of of and fAntASY seses and at very fair
prices, 00 eases

PANTAST (MED¥AY) LID honded by 1t genisl Managing Director, Ken Slater, was
largely r ible for the of this year's
Peterborough convention, and elmost entirely resp-
onsidble for the preliminary organisational choree without
which the convention would bove nevar got off the ground
erase 0hOPOs which took up a great deal of time which
oould presumably have been mcre profitably apent other—
wiag seene

FPANTAST gmu!; LID ie a Good Man,




